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Evaluation of Different Cultural Experiences using Sociological Theories
Cultural Experience
I experienced culture shock on my visit to the Republic of South Africa, which was almost similar to the United States in terms of their social make, and the problems they encounter as a State with diversity as part of its demography. In South Africa, the segregation was still so vivid despite this being the 21st Century and putting the media's depiction of the nation into consideration, the contrary was happening in real life. The nation has its indigenous groups suffering in abject poverty while foreign power still prevailed through the exploitation of the country's resources. This resulted in the segregated groups engaging in illegal businesses such as the sale of drugs, and inhumane acts such as xenophobia, which is the murder of Africans from other nations with native South Africans exempted from this gory activity. Most of the native South African youth, especially those of the male gender, indulged in the abuse of hard drugs as a result of minimal opportunities for people of their race to succeed.
 The lower level residential areas were split into townships labeled based on complexion so that there were townships for biracial natives and those for the dark-skinned South Africans. The streets of the nation's house were filled with sex workers who explored the trade to be able to make ends meet in cities where Africans' chances of getting proper employment were reduced by foreign dominance of the nation's political landscape and the exploitation of the country's resources. The nation boasts a high HIV rate of up to 14 %, 20% in adults only.  Lack of proper education is also a causative agent of this statistic. This statistic, however, does not prevent the nation from having an active nightlife, whereby parties are one of the main scenes in the cities at night. Unlike most parts of Africa, South Africa has sophisticated music production which enables them to create their versions of music that they embrace as a nation regardless of race. This is because the nation integrated native languages into its national language and national anthem. The Republic of South Africa also has a more liberated entertainment industry than most nations in Africa that still embrace their traditions despite cultural revolutions across the globe. Most of the content displayed by the media had a mixture of the two different races involved due to their possession of resources that are beneficial to the production of art that most of the South Africans could not have afforded.

Reaction to Cultural Experience
Concerning the various cultural theories, South Africa has conditions that depict the various forms of conditions societies are exposed to. The experience in South Africa was shocking due to the state of the native Africans as compared to that of the foreign communities, and as compared to other African nations, South Africa's cultural backbone faced the danger of eroding and bringing in more elements of the Caucasian culture. Another problem of the nation is that the natives choose to indulge in drugs to make up for their hopeless state instead of attempting to regain their nation and take back full control of all the resources that bring in income. My stand regarding South Africa as a nation is ethnocentric because of my perspective as a native African from a different nation. South Africans have compromised their identity as members of the continent by choosing to conform for survival, which pits them against each other as well as other Africans in their search for employment and opportunities to get out of poverty, therefore, bringing to life the self-fulfilling prophecy regarding them.
Functionalism Theory
South Africa depicts the Functionalism theory, whereby, for the nation to get to its current successful state, the social classes were necessary for the poor to work in the exploitation of resources, and do low-level jobs that are impactful to the growth of the economy. The members of the highest class avail the financial resources that are used to convert resources to revenue thus, the rapid growth of the nation due to capitalism. The same principle also applies in their prosperous entertainment industry as well as their self-sufficient sports industry. The two industries in South Africa employ modern models and more open-minded concepts than most African nations that still struggle in terms of supporting their talent sector due to lack of sufficient funds required to nurture talents and realize ideas.
The presence of social classes is also a positive thing when the availability of job opportunities is considered. Most of the poor people of the nation cannot afford the proper education that gives the documents and certifications required to be considered for employment in the nation. The South Africans that can acquire the necessary certifications and qualifications exploit this social disparity by taking up the minimal job offers granted to native South Africans. The foreign influence is also a major factor that contributed to the creation of advanced institutions of learning and research in the nation, which would have otherwise taken longer as is the situation in most African nations that are still in the early stages of modernization post-colonialism. The exile of foreigners in these primitive African nations left them at the mercy of local oppression where leaders take advantage of their power to benefit specific groups of people instead of their fellow Africans. The positive influence of foreign control in South Africa is more vivid when the nation is compared to its neighbors in terms of development despite the ideological control (Thompson, 2013).
Conflict theory
According to the Marxism theory by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels,  a state that has a disparity in the distribution of resources will eventually be questioned by enough people among the oppressed faction that will make attempts at resolving the disparity, therefore, creating equality for all the people that constitute the state. However, the need for equality also creates tension in a state where the two conflicting social classes exist, with the ones in the upper class being conditioned to disdain those that belong to the poor classes while their counterparts in the lower levels of society have hate sowed in them from their community. The hate is a result of the imbalance and the fact that it places the rich members of society in a position that grants them the power to keep the poor in poverty, and as affordable income for tasks and jobs they cannot indulge in (Rössel & Manza, 2013). 
Feminist Theory
The Republic of South Africa still has tradition embedded in the nation's social construct due to the presence of indigenous groups living in the vast rural areas of the nation. Most of the natives still view the woman as inferior to a man in the workforce and within the communities, whereas the Caucasian group mostly composed of the Dutch and British, have already been cultured to respect women as their equals, or rather, deserving of the equal amount of respect men accord fellow men. (Nye, 2013).
Conclusion
Societies are dependent on some factors to prevail as a unit that requires compromise and disparity for general prosperity to be achieved. Cultures have been created and developed by communities depending on the things they encounter in their daily lives as part of society.
The functionalism theory, despite being positive to the general prosperity of a society, is very disadvantageous to the ones in the lower social groups. If the suffering of a group of people contributes to the prosperity of others then there is a need for reforms in society that also account for the rights of women.
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